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DRIVING FORWARD EUROPEAN 
TECHNOLOGICAL LEADERSHIP
David Zamith and Andreas Ferndriger observe the  
benefits of computer-to-screen and in-line automation 

As a family business company in 2G, 
located in S. João da Madeira, Heliotextil is 
celebrating 50 years of activity, with around 
100 collaborators. Occupying an area more 
than 10,000 square m, this is an exemplary 
industrial plant with its modernity, and 
concentrates on production of accessories 
for the textile sector. A follow up on a new 
technology investment plan has seen an 
increased production capacity for a 
diversified production of labels, transfers, 
tapes, elastic bands, products for packaging, 
personalised textiles and lanyards, based 
on screen-printing technology for increased 
activity in exports. 

As is common for Heliotextil, this important 
investment underwent a first phase with the 
selection of the equipment, followed by 
industrial tests, ordering, until final installation. 
Special attention was given to screen pre-
press, betting on the latest and state of art CtS 
(computer-to-screen) imaging technology from 
Swiss company SignTronic, from direct digital 
exposing on screen stencils through one STM-
TEX in-line system, fully automated, with 
higher resolution and accompanied by an 
innovative image software system, resulting 
in a clear quality improvement with cost 
efficiency and faster production.

The STM-TEX Pro-10 CtS direct exposing in-line unit produces screens fully automatically

Automatic in-line washing with the G-Wash 172 XS unit washes dirty screens after printing (water based inks)
The G-Stretch 215A automatic stretching machine produces 
standardised screens
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Further information:
Ruy de Lacerda & Companhia SA, Porto, Portugal
SignTronic AG, Widnau, Switzerland
Grünig-Interscreen AG, Schwarzenburg, Switzerland
tel:  +41 79 300 85 01
email:  a.ferndriger@signtronic.com
web:   www.rdl.pt/www.signtronic.com/www.grunig.ch

FULLY AUTOMATED PROCESS STEPS
Alongside the CtS STM-TEX technology another investment was 
carried out, with a G-Wash 174XS system which is fully automated 
and in-line, for the washing, decoating, degreasing and drying screen 
process steps. This was supplied by Swiss specialist Grünig 
Interscreen, located in Schwarzenburg.

Heliotextil is another positive example in Portugal, showing that this 
segment is “well alive”, and leading our country to European technological 
leadership, enhancing an entrepreneurial vision strategy affirmed by the 
company’s CEO, Dr Miguel Pacheco. He states: “We are a technological 
industrial company, with guaranteed quality in production – focused on 
specialisation. Our human capital is our greatest asset.” 

Screen-printing technology is growing in industrial applications, at 
global level, anchored in new electronic and digital supports, in 
automatic flowcharts, in-line CtS that is totally filmless, allowing now a 
real cost analysis and a faster return on investment. This demonstrates 
an interesting point of balance and profitability of this technology 
compared with other printing methods – faster, with higher quality 
constancy and an economic technology.

MAXIMISING THE NEW INVESTMENT
In view of the high productivity of STM-TEX system, for Heliotextil, a 
new opportunity has become available through external screen-making 
preparation services. With the implementation of new automatic 
tensioning and emulsion coating systems, from Grünig-Interscreen, 
anchored with ColorGATE’s innovative RIP software, there is the ability 
to maximise the use of this modern new screen-printing pre-press 
department. Reference is made to the new external digital screen 
making services, from drawing to creative design, image processing, 
through to the final preparation of high quality normalised stencils with 
direct digital exposing CtS.

Heliotextil is a Portuguese company betting successfully on the 
future of screen-printing technology. It has achieved its aims to date 
by investing in modern and innovative pre-press with its in-line 
computer-to-screen system. n

David Zamith is Managing Director of Ruy de Lacerda & Companhia, 
and Andreas Ferndriger is CEO of SignTronic/Grünig-Interscreen

The G-Coat 415 is  
an automatic coating machine  

that produces high quality screens
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